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�� د"m د�پ�
9
 ا�A �C�A 29 'B' ه�پ  ��
' ا�- 0 �4" .�K  |.A'! "ه� 
 ��VcOmرا�
 )�ز �ن �' ا ��V�  mد 

9
 رو) �
' 23 در  �رد ��K6�0ن ا)�C ��  ��A+ �" زد/ "�د��' (�د . 
 
 '(�ا)� �Wر���ن'
 
 '��'�2�
�9�( �3n،=ر '<A ن��K6�0 ���6ر 'B(رو '
V( 
 �'' ارو�W را msC دارد "
 زور  �زه�n را  ��! �9د 9

 .ده�
 
9
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' را m�r 9�� �89ر Cn��Y��9-ش  
 

��
' رو)دو ،
��
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 m ا�XCد 
"��6n�6ا k3KC �XC nن ا����4 ?3" 
V �6 � ا ،�
 ا)�

 �Oار دا.c�  433' دو��
 را "��48 ه��ار/ اn ا.c�  دو n 


 ا)�از ��3Oو د�KAن دا��K6�0 �� .و
 
�O+mا 
9 ��
 ا"�از �4�GC '!��C  �ودف 0" 
6�C �" ز و او)��2 را��دم +"�  '�m"��6 n ن و��K6�0 ا)�.-ل از 
" 

A��  ا)�س  ��8ر )�ز �ن  23 و�"n" ق�.E '4� . ا��23 اC��ذ �9د/ ا)
 

' ���6ر رو)>'ر=�GC 
9 �

��)�!' ا~��ر دا 
" n��(ر nز و ا��و)� +"'�m"��6 n0د�( 
 اC��ذ �YAد/ n را "

� "�ا�4ا"ا � [�^ ���C m� ". �HAت �6ن ا�KAن ه� "�د/ ا)
 


' رو) .� �ت`Aا '/B3�� ت' +��ز� �NA n3� '
A 'وه��mن در اوا��K6�0 �2�6ر /�  mW �8و' وm�V" m(رو aCار '
 
��E ن �89ر را+ T�) در�� .��K6�0 aCن ا�-م �9د/ "�د�A در "�ا"� 6��C! ار�m"��6 n' از  �دم او)�
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 وPن ( دو����+ mا�[(  
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 ا�Oام رو)m در ���H�K6ب" >(��  a�9وا '
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  

  
  

9
 رو)�m"��6 n' و او)���ز�+ '

 ا)� "� رeA زرد  8�� �' ا)�.-ل +��A را "
 ر)��)��
 
/�
 �Aا  

 
  
�' ^� �ن "
 ر)�m "� ا &�
' ���6ر رو)>' ر=U،�  �ود����mد 4�)��
 "�m"��6 n yX' ا)�.-ل +"��ز و او)�


' را در ��ب "�اn`Aوا�A.�دات )�����  ا)
  

�' در "
 ر)�
' رو)ا�Oام 4�)��
�� دو ا�
�mه�  ��K6�0ن "� واa�9(�ا/ �n �6ا� ��" '33 4��
�/ ا)�nا 
در .   �ا6

 را/yX" m �6ر���4ب ا� 
9 �
' ا���ل ^�8ر "� رو)mه� "�ا ه� و اه�م .�"3
 و�6د دارد و ا �Yن  m "�ا�nه�  ا) 
 .�9ا ��

 

روز(   ،
��
9
 "n�3C �B�A�n )���ا�DA در 
' ���6ر رو)>' ر=U،�  �ود����m اوت، د�٢ 'a از �Oد '
. 
" 

8YA ل�?'،���E ���� دو ا،�m"��6 n' و او)��� �89رش از ا�-م ا)�.-ل +"��زn ر)�� ��K6�0ن را ا/(� �n �6ا�
�. ا�-م �9د��' ^� �ن  �"�ط "
 ر)�
' رو)�ن' 4 "
 �Aم ^�را)« : او 0 4�)��
 �m"��6 n' و ا)��� ا)�.-ل +"��ز

�Bوم  �Gن!' �4�GC ا
' در �U6�C �ود» .را ا &� �9دم 
"  0�A4 ز�
��  �دم دو اnدا�� �/�
 در "�ا"� �HCوزات �د
����Eاn�V" mر/ �9د�
3
ا.  ��K6�0ن ا�E 4�r و m�
 ��  
" '=��'2�
�9�( �3n،=ن، و���6ر >' ر��K6�0 m 
 را "

�O89م n��(در را mر� ��� ا�HAم  ( '(�n داش��A !��    .  
  
  

��0 
"
 mود�  �،U�GC '!/در "�ر  m�(ر 
" '� 4�)��

� +)�ن A��د/ ا)�، ا � �aB0 "�ا�m"��6 n' +"��ز و او)�� m 

 ا)� و�6�
' ز �4 ه! در اm`��د�
9
 دو  3H> رو)�U �Dا�Oام  �ود. د �Aا � در 
' روز W> از +ن ]�رت �0^


"�G  اm�GC ق +را�.Cا 
" 
�� دو ا.-ل (�ا)��� 9
 ا)�m �9د�A، از و<� 9�� �/�
8��)��' را "
 ر)��د" . 
 
��0
 در او)�
' ���6ر رو)>'ا�Oام ر=   '�m"��6 n3X  ل �0م  �دم��ز "� ا)�.��و +" n"ن  رو�Pا � ه� ،�
�و 


�B�
mا ز�X[  m��3)� دzn" '4 33����ز/ در+وردnا 
 . را "



 
  

 
 '=��'2�
�9�( �3n=ر '< �GC ،ن��K6�0 رو)!' ���6ر '
» a�" ق�X�
 (�T (�د`�� �89ر د�D از�nه� "
 ا"  «


-C راn�Wدر ارو 
9 �KAدا mاز دوران ه <W '�3��
 ا)�4' و ا)���

 �Aا."�( . 
 
  

 
a�9در ��به� وا  

 
  

�(n "� ا�f ��9�A )�m"�� nA 'B و ��Aده��89ره�C 'ده���.�Aا m�GC د از�) ��C '!�Aرا ا"�از �9د �YK   .ده�پ �پ� 
��، د"
9
 ر^��ر رو)�29' ��0 �C�A '

�� )�ال "�د/ �� را ز�' �89ر "
 ]3\ و ا ��4 اm���� ��W،' ا(mه�  در ه

�
�ا�XCد. ا) mA �Wارو 'B ر از ز"�ن��
، ا�Oام  �YK را در   �" |O��C��VnA�� +ن، mا  دور/�)KAا�^ n hE ،ا)�.-ل 
�9�E'�3  n ��C و '�rار n[�C ن��K6�0 'Uد�XCدر ا �`���4  .�"3
 "� اmه�  را/n  "�ر)m "�ا
� �9د و از 0�GC '! 

���ن 9
 در ا)��A. (�� داد+ !N29، ]�را��  -`A+n  �( 
" n د�"A '،B ت از�
 
" �Aا �YK  ام�O�9د و +ن را .�دا 
� -َ �9'2"�O�[�C ل��O 'Uد��A . 

  
 

��)�Uاَ�
�« را 
' ا�Oام رو)m� + ��Y  (�ر6
�� وز>،� راBا'�A�9اC  ور+ «�Aا�) .Cا�9ا;  
9 �� "�د/ �ن� در n�6او 0
  
A�`� 
9 ��.�ز را در )�C" \cان nا)O ان�X" '4 33�� �4 ا���Oام (�د  ����A �N "� ا
' 2E و ^2G �9د، ا � رو)nا

yX" ��9>�را. ه� �A��A/ ا)C '��(ا 
  ��X/ "� �_ت� (�اه��  ��A و اn از ��K6�0ن "�n�O و +"��ز �m"��6 nB6' �9د 9
�Cو hE د/ از��
 C-ش رو)mا)�A�0ه� fA�  23  (�د در )�ز �ن '
sC در ''�VO�  '�O�.E n�4 ا�
 .  ��?h (�اه� 

  
 

 ��زم .  ا�A.�د �9د
' C�� از ا�Oام رو)( �" n���m�" �A��'�A 'BA  (�ر6
��ز و"��، 3n'  ����د��
او 9
 روز ���ر

 �zYnر�`� 4�r ،��9 د^�ع از ا)�.-ل و �Hد� ا��8m' ا�XCد وا�HKAم "
' �r رو)m  ا)� �C در 6��
4'او�9ا=

'��K6�0ن، از رو)A 
9 �
.  از ��K6�0ن �.< "�) ��َV�8Yد را �m�(وه�' �)ا(��9 
" m  '3n ،��" ��C '�rار n 

�' ��K6�0'BmAن �KA� �^ �" 
9 nsC �YK  9���'' از . 
 

U(�C!ه��C �" أم�C  
 
�� اm  (�ر6
��وز��'�W �NAا �ن' در ا~��ر��GC '!از ا U(�C 4 ا"�از�r ،�YK  �4[�C !�^ 2"�O ام، +ن را�Oا 'U 
��4 در اn�'^�ا�YA ^�اC. �9د�0 
c"رد0« :  را�)�(n(رو '

�/ ا)�) از ��ب ( �H�  ر�H�Aا 
" _�E .���4ب ا 


'ا
���/ را �9د 9
 رو).XC د�' را  �ام��A  .د �YK  ژا=�َ�از�Aا 
9 �
 
9��) m�XC �2ا�(�
 
 mه�  ��ب ده� و "
"��n� �( /ا�6ز �
 .د a.A '(�n�8" 2=�O و وزن )�D �89ر �4 اm +ن 9
  �.�"َ- "�اn "�ه�، "
' در رو)0m;ار 

 
 

' ���6ر رو)>' ر=U،�   �ودm"�� n �89ره�mه�  ر�! ا�A.�ده� و ا���اض"�GC 4 د^�ع از�r '! د  ا�-م�)  


 .  e�6 )�د ه! +ن را A`�ان (�اه� �9د�Dا�Aاز   �Cس �Aارد و �B!8' �['�9د 9
 �89رش از ه���9
 ا ��او 0

'رو)A )�د e�6 (�اه�ن '،�Kا � ا �D�

  �fr ��6'�  ه�" 
V  mA��6 nه�  و ?�فm"�� n(رو '
 
�K"وا 
�
،' رو)fr�  m،  ره���4 اmدر را)��. ا)

 ه��Yر  روز )��
mK" در �C�A �" 'ر�m
 h'ه� را "
 �Eل 3VC  از ��]

 �C�A در  n �YK د^�� ا?-��cVC'2C.  ا�Aا(��h را "
 �VC��/� )�ز �ن از  �YK در ا�9�� +�4 ا�29' د"�ار�در+ورد و د
s���' ا(mه� !' �GC`�� از دn )�ز �ن �NA �4 "� اnا���m" '4 33ره��  �Aو (�YK   .W در 
 �C�A �YK 'a 4�^�0 را "

Vr� n  !��  ز�.�O ان�X" در � .�A n ��9در)
 
  

  در  �رد �Aع واa�9 ��ب�ه���Cد
 
  
�"�GC '!(رو '،
  �NA 
" n �(در�XCا�9ات )�ان ا;  
9 �
 m
K36 در �Wارو  mدر ا  ^�ق �� ��z( د/ روز اول�V�


�ق ارو�W،  ا��K3`Aن و )�=� 9
 (�اه�ن  ��89m frره�.   �ا6
 (�اه� 
���8m'"�وY8  �" 2K9-ت "�ز ه! " 



f?�O �Cm(در "�ا"� رو '
�' (�اه�� �9د 9
 ا�Oام  �YK در "
 ر)�nاV( �A  "�د/ 4�)��
�� دو ا��� ��K6�0 '2ن را د
�Bوم اC��ذ  �m fr "�اm`��د 
A���(�( د�XCا �C�
^�V  ل +ن��O در �Wارو n���9  .�4ا��E در n�89ره� 
9 � m ا)

��Xظ )�!  �! رو)
�"Bرگ ا�XCد 
" 
� '
 �C ژ4' در�Aا m�
 د" 
 ر �89ر در )�ز �ن  23 و دa.A �4 ا2'  ارو�W و �
a��B�  Uو،nا��m" '4 33ه� 2E و ^�K  2G=2 و ����  m �9دن���Kن ه+ . 

 
 � +��Y�89ره� و m"�� n�4 ا;W �" 
9 �Aن را دار�Y ش� ا��( �f=4' او�9ا �C�A درون 
 ه� ���VC �" �h و ��K6�0ن "

" 
�'��8;W رو)�ش� در '
A��6 رت�HC درون )�ز �ن 
" nام ا�Oا 
�9هa .  �89ر وا�8A a�9ن ده���4 "
� �(�

 +�4A ��A در اه� 0m;ار " �.  ^�8ر ��ب ا)�mه�  اه�م`�� از دA 'B ا)�،�ز ��' �89ر 9
 ه��ز ا�G�Oدش )�


'در "�ا"�،  رو)A 'B  n �Aا�C�&^ د/ ��ب از�� در K T�)!� را  �Xود 9�� و  ��رز/ "� �Cوراش �n ه�اm ا�(
��9 

ه� ��mم �Cاوم ه��Yر. ا^��KA�sن را "� ا
�Yل  �ا6�Kه /�Aو�W ا  درmاز )��ان� ا mA �YK  'BAا�`A nد ��`m 

 
9 � و ��ب ا �A�Yت 
'  �.�"2 رو)n وا"�K`�4ا. n ��9  �� �89ر د��ر �Cد�4 "� ا��ر ا���ل ^�8ر 
� را د��با)
Aا���nا�" m(�8ر "� رو^ '
O�" n�A n 4' و از ه�0;اردK" ر' رو�mV" ان�~�A از '�  n ��Aددا�XCا 
9 �
 ارو�W در ا6-س 
9
 "�4A 'BKا. �"��د)�    �YK م  .�"3
 "� ا�Oاf?�O m "�اnا��Vد/ (�د "
 �Cا^. ^�ق �Kر' ه�mO�.E 2^�X  از n و 
('(�n�(ر 

��(�4 �9)�و در ^�ر�' در ارو�W ا�Oام ��ب در " �

 را "����
;0 n  n ��Aدا �
 د)" 
A��" 
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 .�د' a0' در mWا   �8"
�m"��6 n8  n' داد/ ا)� �C در  �رد +"��ز و او)�
'رو)
 
  
 د پ +/ ح
  
  
 


��
 ١٣٨٧ر   
����٦ ، ���ر
  

�؛ e�6 )�د )��
 �رو)'
 ا)�.-ل او)�'�ي 6��"5 و +"��ز�� از ��K6�0ن را "
 ر)�'
 دوم 39'� (�رد

 
 


��(�4 ا)�.-ل دو ���6ري �6ا�5 ?3< : ا����د �
 ر)�'" yX" 
�
���A���0ن  3H> دو �ي رو)'
، روز 0;
� ��K6�0ن  �cح �9د/ و "
 +ن ر�� داد�Aاو)�'�ي 6��"5 و +"��زي را از دو�d  ن . اي�
 
�)��
 �?�ح "
 ر)�'

 در(�ا)� د��'��ي  �ودوف ر=" 
 ���6ر ^�را)'�ن رو)'
 در دو �  �cح '>ا)�.-ل او)�'�ي 6��"5 و +"��زي 9


 ?�ر د. 
�/ "�د "�ون D� 5�E راي  ���U و "� ا��6ع +راي ���A���0ن "
 ��GC< ر)'�" 

  3H> دو � 9K36 ر
 /�
"�د، )�aW�0�" 5o0 ر='> ���6ر +"��زي و ادوارد 5���9�9 ر='> ���6ر او)�'�ي 6��"5 ا�crاري "�B0ار 

���
��ف"�ر�> . E B'A&�ر داB��0 ي ا)�.-ل�r�.C �`ر د��" �C � ر='> دو � رو)'
 از "�aW�0 و 5���9�9 �)ا(

 +"��زي در ?�ل . (�د را در  3H> دو � �YCار 9���Y�ا� 

 ٢٠)�aW�0�" 5o0 "� ا
�ر/ "�
 "�ر از )�ي ١٠ )�ل 0;

� در ?�ل ا�KAا�C 5  9'� �9د ا�4 ���6ري�C ،�� د ��9ات ٢٠ ��K6�04ن  �رد �O !6��Cار �0^�
 ا)� )�ل �D دو
�؛ . Y8C'2 ده���.�ز 0O �')ان ا�X" از او)�'� در a����E �?(� 
" 
 � «ادوارد �Y8C 4�r B'A 5���9�9 از رو)'


 ه�C D��9 B'A !'�K 9���89ر 5Y��9 ه�K'! ا � ��K6�0نY�ل .   5 (�اه�  � را از ا���Aد 
" 2'�
 ه�'4 د" � 
!'�Kن ه��K6�0 9'� �9د؛ » .ا)�.-ل (�د از�C B'A زي��ن +"���6ا�5 ?3 ��ره aW�0�"» 5"��6 زي و او)�'�ي��"+

�� ��K6�0ن �Oار A��اه�� �0^���اي دو �XC B0ه�. «��K6�0 53 ر='> ���6ر��
�9�( 2'=��'  
" 
" a�9ن در وا
�A �Aا�C 5  ام�Oن ه�8ار داد ا�4 ا��K6�0 >3? 5ن ا)�.-ل دو ���6ري �6ا��
 
�)��
 �� "�ري "
 ���ر)�'�'G  

� ��'4 ا�Oا 5 از . "�ر +ورد�
 ^�ا�KAي �'��ا)'�ن 0 �A5 "� روز� 
�E�G  53 در��

 B0ارش +)�
'���Wس، )��9"

9
 رو)' �
 ا�4 ا)�B�  
" 

 زور  �زه�ي ارو�W را sC''� ده�)�ي رو)'" 2(�C �" 5 داردV( . 

 را 9�E�G  4ا�



�/ در 9��ر ه�'3c  4< ��پ  
�6�C/��
��(�4 ا)�.-ل +"��زي .  ا) �
 �NA  5 ر)� ا�Oام رو)'
 در "
 ر)�'"
�

��(�4 ا)�.-ل �9زوو "� �
 ا�Oام ��ب در "
 ر)�'" 5�(�W 5"��6 و ا)�.-ل �9زوو. و او)�'�ي �Wاز )�ي ارو 


 ا"�از �9د/ "��K  4د را "� ا��) ���
 �����  �YK  
9 �
 
�)��
 �
 ر)�'" 5��Eدر �Y�� دا� . B'A �Wارو 
ا�XCد�

��� (�د را از ا�Oام ا('�  5Aا�`A ،دارد /����" 
KAر�9زي ر='> ���6ر ^�ا�( -Y'A دور/ �5 +ن را �9
 ر��)

� ا�crاري ا�4 ا�XCد�
 را در �Cر�l )�ر�9زي در �YK  . l(�W ا�-م �9دK8A 2'Y8C �
 ا�4 ا�Oام رو)'
 در�)ا("
�
رو)'. اول ) ��z��  �cح �9د/ ا) 
� (�د را از ���6ري ه�ي �6ا�5 ?3< +"��زي ٩٠ از اوا�2 ده���E دي-'  

� (�د را از ا)�.-ل ا�4 دو ���6ري ���E �ً�Eا�[ B0ا � ه� �در .ا�-م �YAد/ "�دو او)�'�ي 6��"5 ا�-م �9د/ ا)
� ه�٢٠٠٣)�ل ���E 
 (�د از او)�'�ي ي  '-دي و W> از "
 �Oرت ر)'�ن  '��='2 )��9
��53 در ��K6�0ن، رو)'




�ت "�8'� 53��
�9�( 
Aه�ي ��ب �0ا�� �(�'( 
" l(�W زي را در��ن را  ��! . 6��"5 و +"��K6�0 /ه��ار 
رو)'
9
 "� W'�وي از )'�)� ه�ي ��ب � و در راس +��A ا ��5V( �Y دارد  �YK را از A�6<  �زه�ي ��"5 اش �9د/ ا)

��9 ����C �Wو ا �. "� ارو�A �`5از )�ي د���Y� USS MC FOUL  
A��(ه�ي "�8دو D�9 4C ارB2 د/ ه� ه �E 
9
3�W /�'( ن "� در��ي��K6�0 2E�( 5 در �C�" د، در "��ر�" /�

 ��زم )�ا2E در��ي )'�/ ��8Y� د و روز�"�^�0 � .


 NA'� �;اي �9دT، +ب  5A�V و ��W ا)� ا �  �C 5ان از +ن "
 ���ان A��(ه�ي "�8دو D�9 2 �E و�A 4ا� 
ا��0
� ا ���Y از ��K6�0ن ��د �9د���E 5 از� 
A�8A . 5��Y�� و ا�A 4ا�-م �9د ورود ا� B'A 
�D ژ�Aال ار
� ارaC رو)'


 ���ان e�6 )�د ���6 ��د  5 
�د، 
�ت  5 "��8"
 )�ا��K6�0 2Eن a�C ه�ي ا('� را 9
 از +ن " . 4'�Pه�

  �V  MC FOULون ر='> )��د  T��8 ارaC رو)'
 ا�-م �9د ورود �Aو" �Y�� و ا �C�A و د�`� 5�89 ه�ي


، رو �5A و "�s3ر)��ن . )�ا��K6�0 2Eن "
 a�C ه� دا 4 (�اه� زد'9�C 2 در��ي )'�/ را "� �89ره�يEا�( 
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Russia Backs Independence of Georgian Enclaves  
 
 
 
By CLIFFORD J. LEVY 
Published: August 26, 2008  
MOSCOW — Russia on Tuesday recognized the independence of two enclaves that have 
long sought to secede from neighboring Georgia. The action deepened strains with the 
West over the conflict in the economically vital crossroads of the Caucasus and roiled a 
broader debate over how to respond to separatist movements around the world. 
 
 
The Russian president, Dmitri A. Medvedev, declared in a nationally televised address 
that South Ossetia and the other pro-Russian enclave, Abkhazia, would never again 
have to endure what he described as oppressive Georgian rule. 
 
“This is not an easy choice, but it is the only way to save the lives of people,” Mr. 
Medvedev said. 
 
With Russia’s image and financial markets suffering in recent days, Mr. Medvedev took 
the unusual step of giving a series of interviews to foreign media on Tuesday to explain 
the move. He said Russia had abided by international law in recognizing the two 
enclaves, but he left no doubt that the decision was in part retaliation for the West’s 
support earlier this year for the independence of Kosovo from Serbia, which Russia had 
opposed. 
 
The United States and its allies denounced the decision, saying that Georgia must not be 
broken apart and contending that Russia was violating the cease-fire framework that it 
signed to halt the fighting. The Georgian president, Mikheil Saakashvili, accused Russia 
of trying to annex South Ossetia and Abkhazia. 
 
“This is a challenge for the entire world,” Mr. Saakashvili said. “Not just Georgia.” 
 
In Washington, President Bush said, “Russia’s action only exacerbates tensions and 
complicates diplomatic negotiations.” 
 
While the dispute centers on two slices of land, it has been playing out against a much 
broader backdrop of historic antagonism among the major powers over separatist 
movements.  
 
World leaders have for years struggled to determine which ones to recognize, often 
making decisions and then trying to limit the repercussions by warning that each 
situation is unique. 
 
The questions now are: whether that hesitance to bestow recognition could be eroding, 
as witnessed by Kosovo and Russia’s action in Georgia; and whether other 
independence movements will use the recognition of the two enclaves to further their 
own ambitions by citing similar grievances. Not far from Georgia, for example, is an 



Armenian enclave that wants to secede from Azerbaijan, and Kurdish separatists are 
seeking their own homeland in regions of Turkey and Iraq. 
 
In the past, most countries feared that if they waded into one such conflict, it could be 
used against them in a future one. On Tuesday, no other big power followed Moscow’s 
lead and voiced support for South Ossetia’s and Abkhazia’s independence. 
 
Many in Abkhazia have expressed the desire to be separate both from Georgia and 
Russia — and some experts say it might be viable as an independent nation, albeit a very 
small one, because of its larger size and busy port.  
 
South Ossetia, in contrast, has only 70,000 people and borders on the Russian region of 
North Ossetia. Suspicions have long arisen that after seceding from Georgia, South 
Ossetia would be absorbed by Russia and joined with North Ossetia — and most 
Ossetians say they support that.  
 
The Kremlin said Tuesday that it had no plans to take over South Ossetia. It has already 
given Russian passports to many residents of both places, thereby widening its influence.  
 
Mr. Medvedev announced the enclaves’ independence with unexpected swiftness, only a 
day after the Russian Parliament unanimously called upon him to do so. Diplomats and 
analysts had surmised that the Kremlin might draw the process out as part of 
negotiations with the West. 
 
But tensions between the sides have been escalating, and not only over the status of the 
regions. On Tuesday, Russian military and diplomatic officials continued to complain 
about NATO efforts to assist Georgia, suggesting that the alliance might be trying to 
send military equipment, rather than humanitarian aid. The Russians also expressed 
discomfort about the presence of NATO ships in the Black Sea off the coast of Georgia. 
 
Russia has for months been seething over the West’s decision this year to recognize 
Kosovo’s independence from Serbia, a traditional Russian ally. The Russians were 
especially angered when Western diplomats emphasized that Kosovo was not any sort of 
precedent and had no bearing on the standing of the breakaway enclaves in Georgia. 
 
As if to drive home the idea that recognition of the enclaves was in some sense payback, 
Mr. Medvedev used an interview on Tuesday with Russia Today, the Kremlin-financed 
English-language channel, to turn the West’s rationale on Kosovo against it. 
 
 
More Articles in World » A version of this article appeared in print on August 27, 2008, 
on page A1 of the New York edition.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



There was a special situation in Kosovo, there is a special situation in South Ossetia and 
Abkhazia,” he said. “Speaking about our situation, it is obvious that our decision is 
aimed at preventing the genocide, the elimination of a people, and helping them get on 
their feet.” 
 
 
They contended that when Chechnya had had autonomy in the late 1990s, it became a 
source of tremendous instability, and Russia had no choice but to reassert complete 
control.  
 
“You know what they did to their own place,” the Russian foreign minister, Sergey V. 
Lavrov, said Tuesday. “They turned it into a place where international terrorists were 
feeling at home.” 
 
Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, this part of the world has been a locus of the 
problem of addressing separatist aspirations. 
 
For a time, a consensus developed in the West, but with two aims that sometimes 
appeared to be in conflict. On one hand, the allies, led by the United States, were quick 
to recognize the independence of former Soviet republics, including Georgia itself, the 
better to wrest these countries away from Russia’s orbit and into the arms of the West. 
 
“Depending on where you sat, you could easily call those places breakaway republics,” 
said Derek Chollet, a senior fellow at the Center for a New American Security in 
Washington, adding that many hard-liners in Russia did see those countries as 
breakaway regions. 
 
On the other hand, a post-cold-war understanding, hardened by the experience in 
Bosnia, developed that the West should be very careful about recognizing breakaway 
regions, so as not to set a precedent, or embolden secessionist areas, Mr. Chollet said. 
 
That consensus held until February, when Kosovo declared independence, and the West 
said Serbia lost its right to Kosovo because of actions over the years by the Serbian 
leader Slobodan Milosevic, who died in 2006. 
 
Igor Lukes, a professor of international relations at Boston University, said 
international law contained clear standards for evaluating whether an independence 
movement should be recognized, in part based upon whether such a territory has well-
defined borders, a well-established central authority and a populace that strongly 
desires secession. 
 
The problem is that these judgments typically become hostage to conflicts between large 
nations, as in the case of Kosovo, South Ossetia and Abkhazia, Mr. Lukes said. 
 
“These situations are not really murky,” he said. “What makes the situations murky is 
each superpower tries to exploit ad hoc situations as they emerge to advance its interests 
and to hurt its rivals. It’s really the way the superpowers manipulate the reality. It’s not 
the reality that is complicated.” 
 



On the border area around Russia and South Ossetia on Tuesday, there was mostly joy. 
Hundreds of South Ossetians streamed south to their homes, buoyed by Russia’s 
decision. 
 
At a rest home in Alagir, an hour’s drive from the border, aid workers sat alone, eating 
sardines. It was one of the first moments since the crisis began early this month when 
they looked out at an empty dormitory. 
 
Three hundred refugees had left in the morning, and 400 more were expected to pass 
through on Wednesday on their way to the narrow Roki Tunnel, which cuts through the 
nearly vertical ridge of the Caucasus to South Ossetia. 
 
“This was the only hope of people who live on the other side of the pass to return to a 
normal way of life,” said Avan Galachiyev, an agent of the Federal Migration Service 
who had been helping the refugees. 
 
Artur Dzhoiyev, whose family fled their village, Hampalgon, 18 years ago, was thinking 
idly about returning to his “historic motherland,” maybe building a house. 
 
Now, he reasoned, things would be different. No Georgian checkpoints, no need to lurch 
along rocky bypass roads, no rooting for documents under the hostile gaze of soldiers. 
 
The Georgians, Mr. Galachiyev said, have lost control of the road.  
 
“And they won’t get it back,” he said.  
 
Reporting was contributed by Ellen Barry in Vladikavkaz, Russia; Helene Cooper in 
Washington; Nicholas Kulish in Tallinn, Estonia; and Steven Erlanger in Paris. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



SPIEGEL ONLINE  International 

 

08/26/2008 

 

RECOGNIZING GEORGIA'S REBEL REGIONS 

West Voices Dismay at Russia's 'Unacceptable' Move 

 

Despite the pleas and warnings from the West, Russian President Dmitry Medvedev 
went ahead and recognized the independence of the Georgian breakaway regions of 
Abkhazia and South Ossetia on Tuesday. It looks as if Moscow is courting isolation.  

Russia's relationship with the West was already straining under the ongoing crisis in the 
Caucasus. Now, though, the situation has become even more tense. Despite repeated 
pleas from the United States and Europe, President Dmitry Medvedev announced on 
Tuesday that he was recognizing the independence of Georgia's breakaway regions of 
South Ossetia and Abkhazia.  

"This is not an easy choice but this is the only chance to save people's lives," Medevdev 
said in a televised address the day after Russia's Kremlin-loyal parliament voted 
unanimously to recognize the two separatist regions, both of which have run their own 
affairs since wars with Tbilisi in the early 1990s.  

The statement comes as Russian troops remain on the ground in Georgia proper, 
breaking the terms of the peace deal between Georgia and Russia. The cease-fire, 
brokered by France, ended a five-day war that broke out after Tbilisi sent troops in to 
wrest back control of breakaway South Ossetia on the night of August 7. Russia reacted 
with an overwhelming military counter-attack pushing deep into Georgia, a key 
Western ally in the region and a major transit corridor for oil and gas.  

On Tuesday Medvedev said that Georgian President Mikhail Saakashvili had chosen 
"genocide to fulfil his political plans," adding that Georgia had wanted to achieve its 
goal "to absorb South Ossetia by eliminating a whole nation."  



The Russian move was swiftly met with sharp Western criticism, revealing the dismay 
with which Europe and the United States have watched Moscow fail to be swayed by any 
international threats. German Chancellor Angela Merkel called the decision 
"completely unacceptable" while France expressed its deep regret and reiterated its 
commitment to the territorial integrity of Georgia.  A spokeswoman for the British 
Foreign Office said: "We reject this categorically and reaffirm Georgia's sovereignty 
and territorial integrity."  

Sweden's Foreign Minister Carl Bildt said the fact that Russia's leadership "has now 
chosen this route means they have chosen a policy of confrontation, not only with the 
rest of Europe, but also with the international community in general."  

The US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice called Moscow's decision "extremely 
unfortunate" and said that Washington continued to regard Abkhazia and South 
Ossetia as "part of the internationally recognized borders of Georgia." She added that 
the US would use its veto power on the United Nations Security Council to block any 
Russian attempt to change the status of the two provinces.  

NATO Secretary-General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer likewise voiced his disapproval of the 
Russian announcement. "This is in direct violation of numerous UN Security Council 
resolutions regarrding Georgia's territorial integr ity, resolutions that Russia itself has 
endorsed," he said in a statement read by his spokeswoman. "Russia's actions in recent 
weeks call into question Russia's commitment to peace in the Caucasus." 

French Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner, whose country currently holds the rotating 
presidency of the European Union, said "we firmly condemn" the Russian decision to 
recognize the independence of the two provinces. 

 
Georgia itself lashed out at Moscow's decision, with the state minister for integration, 
Timur Yakobashvili, telling the Associated Press that the recognition had "no legal 
status." He said that Russia was "trying to legalize the result of an ethnic cleansing that 
it has conducted. But it will result in Russia's isolation from the rest of the world."  

The move has certainly upset the markets, with Russian stocks falling to their lowest 
level in two years directly after Medvedev's announcement, as traders worried about 
rising tensions in the region.  

Masha Lipman, an expert at the Moscow Carnegie Center think tank said that the 
decision is likely to lead to the further diplomatic isolation of Russia. Speaking to the 
Associated Press, she said that it was an "indication that Russia has opted for further 
aggravation in relations with the West, and a very serious rift this time."  

smd -- with wire reports  


